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THE 
WHOLE PROCEEDIN G9. 


| AND 


RESOLUT ION g 


OF THE 
\& g 


| Freeholders of the County of Middleſex, 


AT A MEETING HOLDEN AT HACKNEY, ON 
* WEDNESDAY THE 29TH OF OCTOBER, 1800, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF TAKING INTO con- 


' SIDERATION THE CAUSE OF THE ALARM» 


ING HIGH PRICE OF PROVISIONS: . 


T one o 'elock the Sheriffs tak the chair, 
when Mr. Sheriff Perring opened the 
buſineſs by ſtating; that he and his colleague had 


_ convened that meeting in conſquence of a re- 


quiſition ſigned by ſeveral ae F recholders, 
which he read, and is to the following effect, viz. 
« To ſummon a Meeting of the F recholders 


of the County to conſider the propriety of pre- 


cc ſenting a petition to Parliament, to entreat it 
« to inveſtigate the Cauſes of the High Price 
of Proviſions and to effectuate their Re- 


B 55 ö | Mr, 


„ duction.” 


— — and 


(:n 3 
Mr, Sheriff Pairing than aſked, i. any gentle- 


man preſent had any thing to offer on the ſubject, 
and no perſon coming forward, the Sheriff was 


proceeding to call over the names of thoſe who 
ſigned the requiſition, when 


Mr: Jon W1LKEs entered the room, and ad- | 
drefled the meeting to the following purport :— 


He acknowledged he was one of thoſe who ſigned 
the requifition, but he expected another gentleman 


would have brought forward the buſineſs before 
the preſent reſpectable Meeting that gentleman 
however having been prevented ffotr attending | 


he was ſo ſenſible of the importance of the ſubject, 
and that the tenſe of the county of Middieſex 


ccuid not be too ſoon expreſted on it, that he 


would, though not accuſtomed to addreſs a public 
meeting, crave their attention to a few ſentiments 


he had to offer on the w_ in ſupport of the 


| Reſolutions and Petition which he ſhould have the 


honour to ſubmit to the conſideration of the 


Meeting. The evils, he ſaid, which were conſe? 


quent on the preſent enormous price of every ne- 


ceſſary of life, were too well, and too univerlally 
known and felt, to need more than a bare mention” 


The chief points to which the thoughts of the 
Meeting, and of Parliament, ſhould be directed, 


were the cauſes of ſuch high prices, and the 


conſequences likely to reſult from them. The 


preſent evil fell with peculiar weight and oppreſ- 


non on the middling claſſes of the community, 
who, from tlie vaſt increaſe of taxes, particularly 
Poor's Rates, were not only deprived of moſt of 


the comforts they had been uſually able to afford 
themſelves and families, but what was more to be 
lamented, they ſeemed | to be all in a direct road 


to immediate ruin, and if ſomething. was not ſpee- 


dily done to avert the miſchief, the middle clafſes 


ef the community muſt ſoon become themſelves' 
is 


P 


that the continuance o 
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| fo many additional burdens on their ſeveral pa- 


riſhes. This was a matter of moſt ſerious and 
important conſideration; but great as it was, it 
was ſtill neceſſary to attend to a ſtill greater maſs 
of unfortunate ſufferers by the preſent calamitous 


ſituation of the country; he meant to allude to 


the miſeries of the poor orders of ſociety, in the 
2 which he was afraid they would hourly 
meet with tales of horror, ſufficient to agonize 
every feeling mind. Various were the caules aſ- 
ſigned by different perſons as giving riſe to the 


evlls which now fo lamentably predominated. 


Some were of opinion that there was not ſufficient 


encouragement given to the growth of corn to 
_ enſure a ſufficient quantity for the conſumption of 


the country ; others attributed them to the im- 


menſe increaſe of the paper currency af the coun- 


try, which, by its tendency to depreciate the value 
of money, naturally enhanced the price of every 
commodity ; others _ were of opinion, 
the War was the chief 
cauſe of the preſent diſtreſſes. For his own part, 
he ſaid, he was of opinion that all theſe cauſes had 
their ſhare in operating the dreadful miſchiefs 
with which we were at prefent ſo unfortunately 


: ſurrounded; and he feared that, in addition to 


thele, might be placed the wickedneſs of men who, 
availing themſelves of all thoſe previous circum- 
ſtances, threw themſelves forward to counteract 
the bountiful diſpenſations of Providence, and 


made uſe of the wealth with which it had bleſſed 
them, to operate by their nefarious tranſactions, 


firſt the miſery, and in the end deſtruction of their 


| leſs fortunate fellow- creatures. Whatever might 


really be the cauſe or cauſes, he would not pre- 
ſume deciſively to ſay; certain it was, that the evil 
toopalpablyexiſted for any one to deny. It thexe- 


fore became highly incumbent on every one who 
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had any regard for his fellow-creatures, or lovefor 
his country, to conſider ſerio _ what were the 


conſequences likely to reſult from it. It was, he 
ſaid, the opinion of the moſt celebrated political 
writers, that any country muſt be running rapidly 
to decay, where the middling claſſes of the people - 
are gradually deſtroyed. There was, alas! but too 
much reaſon to dread this muſt ſoon be the caſe 
in this country. Hiſtory, from one end to the 
other, evinced that almoſt all violent revolutions 
have been preceded by either real or artificial ſcar- 
city. He particularly alluded to the late revolu- 
tion in France, and faid, that in his opinion if it 
had not been for the ſcarcity, real or artificial, 

' which preceded it, Louis the XVIth would, at 
this hour, have been on the throne of his anceſtors, 

Tf, therefore, ſaid he, theſe evils really exiſt, and 
if theſe conſequences have always reſulted from 
them, it certainly becomes neceflary to take the 
moſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures to prevent 
them. Therefore he would not take up more of 
the time of the Meeting, but would content him- 
felf with ſubmitting the following reſolutions to 
the confideration of the Meeting, 51. ; 

That the exceſſive dearneſs of Proviſion, is 
attended with much inconvenience to the mid- 
ling Claſſes of Society, and cruſhes the induſ- 
trious Poor with diſtreſs which they cannot 
ſupport.” 

II.. That a continuance of the high prices of 
the Neceſſaries of Life, muſt either increaſe the 
Price of Labour, or the Rates for the Poor muſt 
1njurethe National Commerce; diminiſh the Pub- 
lic Revenue, and create general Diſcontent.“ 

III.“ That the deep-rooted and extenſive 
Caules of this ange Evil, cannot be de- 

N ſtroyec 


„ 


ſtroyed but by the Legiſlative interference: — 
And, that the adoption of palliative Regulations 
and temporary Remedies only, will give vigour to 
its growth and permanence to its duration.“ 
IV.. That a Petition ſhall therefore be pre- 
ſented from this County to Parliament, intreating 
its immediate attention to the ſubject, and the 
introduction of ſuch meaſures as ſhall afford not 
only immediate but permanent Relief.“ 


Theſe reſolutions were ſeverally read and put 
by Mr. Sheriff Perring, and unanimouſly agreed 
= I | 


Mr. CrirrorD then aroſe and lamented 
the abſence of Mr. Byng, who, he ſaid, was 
detained by fickneſs: he paid a very hand- 
ſome compliment to the laſt Speaker for the 
very candid and judicious manner in which 
he had brought forward his reſolutions, all of 

which, he ſaid, were good as far as they went, but 
they did not go far enough. Why not fate that 
the continuance of the war was the real cauſe £ That 
dos certainly the fact, and the people ought to assert it 
boldly: Before the war wheat was at 9s. the buſhel, 
and the whole of the annual taxes amounted 
only to 16 millions: —by this infamous war the 
permanent taxes are become increaſed to double 
the above ſum, and the yearly expenditure in car- 
Tying it on amounts to fixty-three millions. Theſe 
were facts which were aſcertained beyond a poſh- 
bility of doubt, therefore he would move for 

another Reſolution, v/z. 


That the Principle Cauſe of the preſent Diſtreſs 
is the War in which we are engaged, and that our 
** Repreſentatives be inſtructed to vote againſt 
its continuation on every occaſion,” 


Which 
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Which being ſeconded by Mr. Luke Hodgſon, 
the reſolution was read and put by the Sheriff, 
and unanimouſly agreed to. 55 
Mr. Alderman SKINNER ſaid, he could not 
tuffer. the Meeting to break up without ſay- 
ing a few words on the ſybje& of Mr. Byng's 
abtence, which was occaſioned by his being 
from home, in a diſtant country, and alſo very 
much indiſpoſed. The notice of the Meeting 
had alſo been ſo ſhort, that had he not been ill, 
he could ſcarcely have got there in time, He 
was, however, ſo well acquainted with that ho- 
nourable Member's ſentiments, that he could 
venture to pledge himſelf nothing elſe could have 
prevented him from being preſent, and that he 
would cheerfully acquieſce in every ſentiment ex- 
preſſed by his conſtituents on the preſent ac- 
caſion. He thought it neceſſary to ſay thus 
much, in order to prevent any inſidious reports 
getting into circulation relative to the abſence 
of one of their Members on ſuch an occaſion, 
eſpecially ſo near to a general election, ſuch 
attempts were but too probable. _ 1 
Mr. WiLEk Es then brought forward a Petition 
to Parliament, which he begged leave to read, 
and ſubmit to the conſideration of the Meeting; 
the purport of which was, © That the diſtreſſes 
of the poor were arrived to ſo alarming a height 
as to require the moſt ſerious conſideration and 
ſpeedy redreſs; and entreating Parliament to 
adopt ſuch meaſures as may ſeem to them beſt 
calculated to enſure a ſpeedy rehef, and to pre- 
vent a return of the evils complained of.” _ 
This Petition was unanimouſly agreed to. 


Mr. Alderman SKINNER then moved the | 
thanks of the Meeting to Mr. Wilkes for the very5$ 2 
temperate, modeſt, yet manly manner in _— 
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he had introduced, and moved his reſolutions, 
which was unanimouſly agreed to. 

Mr. CLI FORD expreſſed his ſurpriſe that when 
a reſolution to inſtru& the Members of the 
county to vote againſt the War, had been moved 
and carried, one of thoſe Members ſhould be 
preſent, and yet remain entirely filent as to the 
effect of that reſolution on his mind. 
Mr. MAINWARING laid, that he had come to 


Sy 
-r 


the Meeting fully impreſſed with the importance 
of the ſubject on which it was called, and had 
given every attention to what. had pafled 1n it; 


Vith regard to the reſolution relative to the 
War, it ſhould ever be his determination to ac- 
quieſce in the ſentiments of his conſtituents to 
the utmoſt of his power—and he would cheer- 
fully concur with his Honourable Colleague in 
preſenting the Petition which had been voted. 
As to the War, no man could feel more for the 
diſtreſſes occafioned by it than he did—he fin- 
cerely wiſhed for Peace, and would do every thing 


in his power to bring about that happy and de- 


firable event. Had not the laſt ſpeaker men- 
tioned his ſurpriſe at his ſilence he ſhould not 
have ſuffered the Meeting to break up without 
faying a few words on the ſubject, though he was 
ſomewhat doubtful how far, in point of delicacy, 
he could venture to go into the policy of the 
queſtion, not being willing to hazard the ſlighteſt 
interruption of the unanimity of the Meeting. 
Mr. MACNAMARA then moved the thanks of 


the Meeting to Mr. Mainwaring, for the hand- 


ſome manner in which he had expreſſed his ſenti- 


ments on the preſent important occaſion; which 
was unanimouſly agreed to. | 


Mr. Alderman SKINNER then ſaid, that as 
Mr. Byng was ſo unfortunately prevented by in- 
diſpoſition from taking a part in the meeting, and 
2 | thereby 


Mr. MACcNAMARA wiſhed to have leave to 
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thereby of receiving that tribute of thanks which 
he was certain his conduct would have called 


forth had he been preſent—moved, That the 


thanks of the meeting be given to Mr. Byng, 
* for his general conduct in Parliament.“ This 
mot ion was ſeconded by Mr. Wilkes, and on 


being put by the Sheriff, was unanimouſly 
agreed to. | | b 


A motion was then made and ſeconded, to ad- 


journ the meeting, but before the queſtion was 


* 


make an amendment in his vote of thanks to 
Mr. Mainwaring, by inſerting the words, “ for 
« his general conduct in Parliament, previous to, 
« for the handſome manner in which, &c.“ for 
which purpoſe he moved the previous queſtion on 
the queſtion of adjournment, which was put and 
carried. . Vf. | 

Mr. Macnamara then ſaid, that his reaſon for 


wiſhing to inſert the words contained in his 
amendment was, that a vote of thanks to Mr. 


Byng, who was not preſent, for his general conduct, 
ſeemed to him to imply an indirect cenſure on 


Mr. Mainwaring, who was preſent, for his general 
conduct. He thought this was what he by no 
means deſerved, and he hoped therefore his 


amendment would be unanimouſly agreed to, 


Mr. Moon ſaid, that having conſiderable 


property in the county, he came to this Meeting 


only to obſerve what might be going forward, 


without meaning to take any part in the pro- 


ceedings of the day, becauſe he had no intima- 
tion of what their import might be, further than 


the advertiſement in the public papers ; and that 


| hitherto he had ſilently witnefled all the reſolu- 


tions paſſed, even that of Thanks to the Honourable 


Gentleman, Mr. Mainwaring, for his conduct this 
„ . 
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. Mr. Moore ſaid, he entertained an higlt 
ſenſe of that gentleman” s private character; and 
perhaps few of his friends now preſent felt more 
liberality towards him than he did, though per- 
ſonally unknown: — thus far, Mr. Moore ſaid, 
he had gone with the Meeting, and agreed ſus 
Silentio to the Vote of Thanks to Mr. Main- 
waring, for which his reaſons were, that he 
conſicfered the Honourable Repreſentative's de- 
claration to the Meeting as an abandonment of 
his paſt political conduct, and that henceforth 
the County-might conſider him as a Sincere cons 
vert to the neceſſity of an- opposite courſe; But 
when he ſaw a Vote of Thanks moved to be 
given to the Honourable Gentleman for his general 
conduct, as one of the Repreſentatives of this 
County, becauſe it had been unanimouſly voted to 
Mr. Byng, he was influenced to break his in- 
tended filence to oppoſe it ; clear as it muſt be; 
that if the whole tenor of their proceedings this 
day be not incorrect ; if they were well founded 
in their unanimous reſolve, that the War is 
the general cauſe of the preſent dearneſs of 


1 proviſions : (and he did not heſitate to confeſs 
A that he was one of thoſe who unreſervedly ſub- 
= {ſcribed to that opinion) In their votes of thanks, 
AF they could not poſſibly put Mr. Byng and Mr. 
Mainwaring on the ſame footing, becauſe on this 


ſubject Mr: Byng, to his eternal honour, had uni- 
7 formly and in every ſtage, oppoſed it, while Mr. 
Mainwaring had as uniformly and in every ſtage 
ſupported the War. They could not therefore 
alike thank both theſe Gentlemen for their gene- 
4 ral conduct; they could not, ſaid Mr. Moore, 
= __'deplore and Teprobate the e of calamity, and 
4 at the ſame time applaud and approve the con- 
4 duct of the authors of it; that, he truſted, was 
an inconſiſtency which could not attach to the 
county 


—— — 


6100 


bounty of Middlesex; ; and he truſted the he- 
hourable mover would not attempt to rob 
(hat he was pleaſed to fay might prove the 


ſaviour of the country, by inducing other coun- 


ties to follow the example) — this meeting of its 


firſt attribute, its very ſoul, viz. its character tor 
confiſtency and dignity, I am not the advocate, 


{aid Mr. Moore, of men.—lt has been the ſtudy 
and purſuit of my life to look at principles and 


things only, and not to attach myſelf to men but 
as they may be attached to principles and things: 
that it was wholly immaterial to him whether 
the county of Middleſex was repreſented by 
Mr. Byng and Mr. Mainwaring, or any other 


perſons; he confidered all Repreſentatives alike, 
as truſtees of the people, only, accountable for 
their truſts. But when he was to judge how far 
they had diſcharged their reſpective truſts, he 


muſt weigh their conduct by principles, on their 


own reſpective merits. In this light, laid Mr. 


Moore, I cannot then, alike thank the two Mem- 


bers for general conduct, which has been Eaſt and 


Welt of each other. Mr. Byng has oppoſed the 
War—Mr. Mainwaring has ſupported it. They 


cannot have been both right. Who then has been 


right? Weare told by the calamities we now de- 


plore. On this ground, then, ſaid Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Byng had his moſt cordial thanks for his 


general condut—it was due to his merit, inaſmuch 


as his delegation had been exerciſed, as far as de- 
pended on him, to keep us free of the War, and 


the great calamities we now feel and deplore as 
ſome of the dreadful effects of it; on the other 
hand, Mr. Mainwaring had ſtcered an oppoſite 


courfe, and as far as depended on him, contri- 


buted to involve us in all the preſent unparalleled 
difficulties, this late opulent and happy nat ion is 
reduced to * with. — How then, {aid Mr, 

n Moore, 


4 


Moore, could he vote for the ſame en bo Mr. 


Mainwaring for genera! conduct, which had been 


given to Mr. Byng;? Such a vote of thanks, faid 
he, would imply approbation of his conduct: if 


he did, no one could believe, but that he gloried 
in his country's calamity. He could not make 


uch a ſacrifice of truth—was there any Gentle- 


man preſent who could? He did not believe 


there was, and hoped the motion would be with- 


drawn, as he would oppoſe it to the laſk moment 
of the Mecting. Perhaps, ſaid Mr. Moore, theſe 
obſervations may be more applicable at a new 
election: It might be ſo, and he hoped they 


. would not be forgotten then, in any part of the 


kingdom. It was very natural and very proper 


when a truſtee applied to have his commiſſion re- 


newed, that he ſhould firſt be examined how he 
had diſcharged his paſt truſt. On a new election, 
{aid Mr. Moore, he haped this would be made a 
general rule. 

To the motion for particular thanks to the ho- 
nourable Repreſentative of this county (Mr. 
Mainwaring) for his conduct his day, Mr. Moore 
faid, he had no objection : but he. would moſt 


ſtrenuouſly arraign any motion of thanks for his 


general conduct; and he hoped and truſted the 


Meeting would Teprobate any ſuch motion, Mr. 
Moore begged pardon for ſaying ſo much every 


iyllable of it more than he intended), and; begged 
leave again to aſſure them, that he did not, come 


forward as an advocate for MEN, but as a ſincere 


advocate for the honour and character of the 
County of Middleſex, which ſtood high in the 
opinion of the nation; and he hoped and truſted: 
nothing done at D would leſſen it. He 
hoped they would not mark its character for in- 
conſiſtency and frivolity, and thereby render abor- 
tive not only the whole of this day's proceedings, 
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but thoſe of all future Meetings. This they 
would do if they put the general conduct of Mr. 
Byng and Mr. Mainwaring on the ſame footing, 


and thenceforward deprive the County of all that 


reſpect, dignity of character and influence, which 
it had uniformly commanded in the political 
ſcale of the nation, no matter who the Miniſter | 
of the Country. 

Mr. CLirForv, in a very alan manner, 
expreſſed himſelf of the ſame opinion with Mr. 
Moore, and aſſured Mr. Macnamara, that if he 
perſiſted 1n his amendment, he would divide the 
Meeting on it. 

Mr. MAcNAMARA then ſaid, that if Mr. Al- 
derman Skinner would withdraw his motion of 
general thanks, he would alſo withdraw the whole 
of his motion. 

Mr. Alderman SKINNER was tt in- 
dignant at this. He ſaid he had moved the vote 
of thanks for the purpole of ſhewing the Meet- 
ing the real cauſe of Mr. Byng's abſence, and 
that no baſe impreſſions might be made to his pre: 
judice an the eve perhaps of a general election. 
As to the two votes being withdrawn, he was 


certain his Honourable Friend would be ſorry to 


have his name. coupled on ſuch an occaſion with 
that of the Honourable Member. With regard, 
however, to what Mr. Macnamara had ſaid to 
the thanks af the Meeting for Mr. Byng's general 
conduct, being an indirect cenſure on that of 
Mr. Mainwaring, he did not conceive that it was 
ſo, and he aſſured the Meeting he had no inten- 
tion whatever to hurt in the ſlighteſt manner the 
feelings of that Honourable Member, for whole 
private character he had the higheſt reſpect. 

Mr. Marinwarins expreſſed his concern that 


he ſhould have been the cauſe of any altercation, 


or that any thing relative to him, 1 


ſhould 


B 

ſhould have taken up ſo much of the time of the 
Meeting. He had no power to withdraw or to 
alter the preſent motion; all he could ſay was, 
that it did not originate with him, nor was he 
any way privy to it. 

Mr. Mac AMA RA then faid, that though he 
was perſuaded there were as many Freeholders in 
the County who approved Mr. Mainwaring's 
general conduct, as there were that of his Col- 
league, rather than be the means of interrupting 
the harmony and unanimity of the Meeting, he 
would withdraw his amendment.—The original 
motion was then put again, and unanimouſly 
agreed to, | 

Several motions having been put and carried, 
ſubſequent to the vote of thanks to the Sheriffs, 
for the prompt alacrity with which they had cone 
vened the Meeting, and their impartial and at- 
tentive conduct on the preſent important occaſion 
—a queſtion aroſe, whether the motion of thanks 

ſhould ſtand ſubſequent to the other buſineſs, and 
' ſome diſcuſſion took place on this point. Mr. 
Moore cloſed the debate by obſerving, that it 
was ſelf evident the thanks to the Sheriffs ſhould 
follow all the reſt, inaſmuch as their juſtice, im- 
partiality, and patience had been ſubjected to 
ſeverer trials for the laſt half hour, than all the 
reſt of the day. 

The motion of thanks was put again, and again 
carried unanimouſly ; fo as to make 1t ſtand 1 in its 
Proper place. 

Before the Meeting was adjourned it was Te- 
ſolved unanimouſly, that all the reſolutions be 
figned by the Sheriffs and publiſhed, which are 
as ws follows, VIZ, 


MIDDLESEX. 
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| MIDDLESEX. Cp 

At a MEETING of the F REEHOLDERS 

of the COUNTY of MIDDLESEX, holden at 
the Mermaid, at Hackney, on Wedneſday the 
29th day of October, 1800, in conſequence of a 
Requiſition delivered to the Sheriffs, fi igned by 
ſeveral Freeholders, requeſting them © to ſum- 
© mon a Meeting of the Freeholders of the Coun- 
ty, to conſider the propriety of preſenting a Pe- 
ce tition to Parliament, to entreat it to inveſtigate _ 
* the Cauſes of the High Price of Proviſion, and 
cc to effectuate their reduction,” — 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the exceſſive dear- 
neſs of Proviſion, is attended with much inconve- 
nience to the middling Claſſes of Society, and 
cruſhes the induſtrious Poor with diſtreſs which 
they cannot ſupport. | 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That a continuance of 
the high Prices of the Neceflaries of Life, muſt 
either increaſe the Price of Labour, or the Rates 
for the Poor muſt injure the National Commerce; 
diminiſh the Public Revenue, and create general 
Diſcontent. | 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the deep-rooted 

nd extenfive Cauſes of this dangerous Evil, can- 
not be deſtroyed, but by Legiſlative interference: 
— And, that the adoption of palliative Regul c:ons 
and temporary Remedies only, will give vigour to 
its growth and. permanence to its duration. 
Neſolved Unanimouſly, That a Petition ſhall 

therefore be preſented from this County to Parlia- 
ment, intreating its immediate attention to the 
ſubject, and the introduction of ſuch Meaſures as 
ſhall afford not only immediate but permanent 
Relief. 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the principle 
Cauſe of the preſent Diſtreſs is the War in which 


we are engaged, and that our Repreſentatives be 
inſtructed 


(5) 


inſtructed to vote againſt its continuance on every 
opportunity in Parliament. 

A Petition to the Houſe of Commons having 
been This: Day propoſed and approved, 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the Sheriffs be 
requeſted to ſign; and the Repreſentatives for the 
County to pretent and ſupport the ſame. 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the Thanks of 
this Meeting be given to William Mainwaring, 
Eſq. our worthy Member, for the able, hand- 
ſome and explicit manner in which he has expreſ- 
ſed himſelf relative to the iuſtructions of this Meet- 
ing, upon this important occaſion. 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That this Meeting 
regret the unavoidable abſence of George Byng, 
Eſq. their other worthy Member, and preſent 
him their thanks for his general conduct, as their 
Repreſentative 1: Parliament. 

Reſolved iJnanimoully, That theſe Reſolutions 
be publiſhed in al, the Morning and I. Pa- 
Pers, ſigned by the Sheriffs. 

JOAN PERRING, ' if 
THOMAS CA DELL, ( heriffs. 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the thanks of the 
County be preſent. to the Sheriffs, for their 
prompt and polite attention to the requiſition of 
the Frecholders, and for their judicious and im- 
partial conduct C {the pretent occaſion. 

15 preſent exorbitant price of Provistons muſt be 
extremely alarming to the community, particularly 
hen ſuch appearance of ſcarcity prevails at the very 
cloſe of the harveſt, which Should ſeriously arouſe the 
People to a ſenſe of their danger, and induce them 
10 uſe every legal means to ward off the impending 
calamity. — To thoſe who doubt the real ſcarcity of 
Proviſions, let them attentively peruſe the two follow- 
ing Letters, written by his Grace the Duke of Port- 
lan, wherein the proſpect of Famine 7s clearly 

demonfirated + ; 
A Corps 
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A Cory of a LETTER from the Dux of PorT- 
LAND to the Lord LIEUTENANT of the 
County of Ox FORD. DATED WHiTEHALL, 
SEPT. 29, 1800. . / 


x My Lord, | | | | 
J have had the honour to receive your Grace's 
letter of the 25th inſtant, and am very glad to 
find that the diſpoſition to riot at Witney has 
been ſuppreſſed, and that all is quiet there for 
the preſent. I cannot, however, advert to the 
cauſe to which your Grace is of opinion that this 
event may be aſcribed, and to the conſequences 
which you may ſeem to think would follow the 
removal of the troops which have been ſent into 
Oxfordſhire, without participating in your ap- 
prehenſions, fo far as to aſſure your Grace that 
none of them will be withdrawa until you are en- 
tirely ſatisfied that no part either of the County 
or City of Oxford 1s any longer expoſed to the 
riſk of ſuffering from the effect of popular tumult. 
But notwithſtanding theſe precautions, and all 
the extent of the military and civil power which 
is now placed at your Grace's diſpoſal, conſider- 
ing the ſtate of the county, your Grace will give 
me leave to repreſent to you the «ceflity, which 
I am perſuaded there muſt be, ſor the exertion of 
all your great influence and authority to combat 
and counteract the prejudices which have operated 
no leſs powerfully than unfortunately, in diſ- 
poſing a very large part of the community to be- 
lieve that the late ſcarcity was artificial, and has 
been owing to the views and ſpeculations of cer- 
| tain intereſted and rapacious men, who take ad- 
vantage of the difficnlties and diſtreſſes of the 
r times, 
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times, to enrich themſelves at the expence of the 
public. 

\ Your Grace need not be reminded of the cir- 
cumſtances of the laſt year's harveſt, and of the 
unfavourable ſtate of the ground at the time of 
ſowing wheat, to account for the dearneſs of that 
article, and indeed of every other. ſort of grain, 
and of all proviſions in general; and although 
the quantity of corn which has been imported, 
has far exceeded the moſt ſanguine expectations, 
neither in that reſpect, nor in quality, does it, or 
can it ever, compenſate the deficiency which was, 
and will be occaſioned by ſuch a ſeaſon as that ot laſt 
year; nor would it have the effect which muſt be 
hoped to be derived from it; was it to be 
brought without reſerve to market, in the ſame 
quantities in which it is landed; for, from the 
beſt information that can be obtained, of the 
ſtate of this year's crop throughout the kingdom; 
I am ſorry to ſay that, according to the molt ſan- 
guine eſtimation, the produce of it is not likely 
to amount to more than three-fourths of an 
average crop, and it 1s thought by many that it 
will not exceed three-fifths. But be the amount 
what it may, it is, I fear, but too well aſcertained, 
that the whole produce of the grain in the beſt of 
years, is not equal to the annual conſumption of 
he country. 

I need not aſk your Grace what muſt be. the 
conſequence of ſuffering the doctrines which have 
of late been ſo unhappily received againſt the 
growers of corn, and dealers in that commodity 
to prevail, or of their not being diſcountenanced 
by every poſſible means that can be employed 
for that purpoſe ; and it muſt be too evident, 
that it is indiſpenſably neceffary, without loſs of 
time, or being influenced by any other conſider- 

* ation 
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tion to counteract and expoſe the folly and in- 
juſtice of this falſe policy, to which is to be attri- 


buted the aſſumption of a right to ſet prices on ; 


commodities brought to market, of fixing a max- 
imum for the articles of daily conſumption, of 
entering into aſſociations (which is much the 
{ame thing) not to give more than a certain price 
for any of thoſe articles; of obliging the growers 
of corn, or dealers in other articles of proviſion, 


to ſell at a given price, and what is worſt of all, 


going in bands to the houſes of farmers, and 


forcing them by threats, and various other modes 


of intimidation, to enter into engagements to 
bring and diſpoſe of their commodities at a given 


price; a proceeding, which I cannot advert to 
without urging your Grace to proſecute without 
diſtinction, all perſons concerned in it in the moſt 
vigorous, exemplary, and impreſſive manner, 


which the power, military as well as civil, under 


your command, will moſt ſpeedily and effectually 
enable you do. It would be an unreaſonable 
abuſe of your Grace's time, to enumerate the 
evils which muſt unavoidably reſult from acontinu- 
ance of the proceedings which I have taken the 
liberty of pointing out to you, as requiring to be 
immediately ſuppreſſed But if any thing could 
contribute to realize the abſurd notion of corn 


being deſtroyed for the purpoſe of keeping up the 


price : of 3 it, this would be more likely to effect it 
than any other mode that could be adopted, as 
the life of a perſon poſſeſſed of corn, or any 
other article of proviſion, is rendered no leſs in- 
ſecure than his property, and it would conſe- 
quently tend, as all other acts of violence do, to 


the concealment, much more than the produc- 
tion of the commodity; the conſequence of 


which muſt be obvious in the injury reſulting to 


landed Property, by diſcouraging tillage and 


_ every 


i 


EE 


_ every fort of agriculture, and by locking vp, or 


diverting into another channel, that capital which 
is perhaps more beneficially employed in the im- 
provement of land than in any other mode—it 
would ſo impede and obſtruct the great ſource 
and means of the daily ſupplies of the country, 
that famine would ſoon be ſubſuituted in the 

lace of ſcarcity, and that diſtreſs and confuſion 
would ſoon enſue, which would debilitate its in- 
habitants, and enervate all its powers more fa- 
tally than any calamity with which it has been 
viſited for centuries, or than is to be met witt 


in the annals of its hiſtory. If the employment 
of property is not ſecure ; if every man does not 


feel that he has power to retain what he poſſeſſus 
as long as he pleaſes, and diſpoſe of it at the 


time, in the manner, and for the price he chuſes to 


fix upon it, there muſt be an end of confidence, 
of induſtry, and of all valuable and virtuous ex- 
ertions of every deſcription ;, for there 1s no rea- 
ſon why a price may not be paid on the works of 
the handicraftiman, mechanic, or artilt, as well :s 
upon thoſe of the farmer, grazier, gardener, &c. 
—and thus the whole order of things would be 


. overturned and deſtroyed; your Grace, thera- 


fore will, I hope, excuſe the earneſtneſs with 
which I addreſs myſelf to you to reſiſt theſ2 at- 


. tempts in their outſet, and to maintain the prin- 


ciple of perfect freedom of property, upon which 
the proſperity of this country reſts, and by which 


it has riſen, under Providence, to the extraordi- 
nary ſtate of wealth and power which it now en- 


„ | 
If this concluſion is as well founded as T be- 
lieve it to be, the neceflity of the proteciion I 
recommend cannot be diſputed ; and | 2m e- 
ſuaded your Grace will admit and fcc! the - 
caſion to be worthy the exertion of tye 15114 e 

| | 1 101Clt. 
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I Bice. The people will be made ſenkble thaf 


ther own intereſt, as well as the law, requires. 
That the market ſhould be free and open, and 
t t cvery man ſhould diſpoſe of what he brings 
there 1 5 bis own price, or be at liberty to with= 


hol! unleſs he is ſatisfied with what is offered 

him fc it; and the perſon who brings his com- 
mod to market, will go there with that con- 
Sener hich can alone lecure his attendance 
at It; 


þ can but be fe earful that T have treſpaſſed 
V y un 3 upon your Grace's time; but 
t fitua 14: + hich I have the honour of ſtand- 
in „ havin. 26 ght before me the details of all 
tb diſturb enges nd out rages occaſioned by the 


97 dure of mee, and the opinions againſt 

I have ren HN it may be poſſibly, 

| tha ee more alive to the tendency of their 

effects hoe who contemplate them at 4 

greate , and more at their eaſe; but 
when ceeaſon to infer that your Grace en- 

| tertain | 1 prehenfions not much inferior to 
[! thoſe wii have deſcribed, I may, I think, re- 
1 fer myſe {5 youi candour, to excuſe the liberty 
0 I bave t i opening my mind ſo fully upon 


a ſubject, i my concluſions on which I ſhall feel 

myſelf as fully juſtified by your concurrence, as by 
the uſe you vil make of your influence and 
power in rehoring and ſecuring the tranquillity 
and good order of the country, and that conh- 
dence which is as eſſential to the tranſactions of 
individuals, as to thoſe of a public nature. 

N J have the honour to be, 

| My Lord, 


Your Grace's Fs dbedient 
humble ſervant, 


PORTLAND. 
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vor v TY LETTER from his GRACE 3 Dots 
of PoRTLAN D to Mr. WAKEFIELD, Mayor 
of NoTTINGHAM. DATED Ocr. 7, 1800. 


Sir, 

I have received your Letter of the 27th of Sep- 
tember, in which was incloſed the Copy of an 
Agreement entered into by ſome very reſpectable 
Gentleman of the Town of Nottingham, with the 
ſums let oppoſite to their names, to the amount of 
which they have reſpectively engaged to indemnity 
a Committee, ſelected for the purpoſe of purcha- 
ſing Foreign Corn, for increaſing the ſupply of the 
Nottingham Market. I very much approve the 
ſubſtance of that agreement, and am very willing 
to enter into it, and ſupport it, by engaging to 
advance, upon the ſame terms as they have done, 
the ſum of 3ool. but upon the expreſs condition, 


however, that the Corn ſo bought is not offered to 


fale at a leſs price than the ſame coſt, with the 

additional expence of carriage, unleſs the price of 
other Corn falls, and in which caſe this Corn ſhould 
be ſold at a price proportioned to its comparative 
value with that of other Corn brought into the 
Market, and Imake this an indiſpenſible condition 
of my ſubſcription, becauſe I am confident that 
the ſcarcity is not fictitious ; that this year's crop, 


when it is threſhed out and brought regularly to 


market, muſt be managed and huſbanded; and 


that thoſe who can afford to ſubmit to privations, 


muſt give up the uſe of as much of it as they can, 

and avoid any conſumption of it which can be 
diſpenſed with; that inſtead of forcing the farmer 
or dealer by intimidation, or what will be termed 
ſhaming him to bring his Corn to market, he muſt 


be encouraged to it by a confidence in the ſecurity 


of his property and perſon; that great has the im- 
Portation of foreign corn has already been, a d is 


ſtill 
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{il likely to oe be ond all precedent, it is not fuf- 
ficient to ſupply the Markets, and ought not to 
be {ſuffered to do it to the excluſion of the Grain 


of our own growth, which muſt neceſſarily be bet- 


terand more valuable; ; thatit 1s extremely unwiſe 


and dangerous to tempt the people to ipdulge 
themſelves beyond what the itock in hand can 


afford them the means of doing, and to buoy them 
up with hopes of plenty in which they muſt be 
diſappointed at a time when the ſeverity of the 
feaſon will render them leſs able to contend with 
the difficulties of their ſituation, and no leſs impo- 


litic than injuſt to encourage them to conſider the 


farmer as their enemy and the perſon who prays 
upon their neceſſities. For theſe reaſons, and for 
many more with which i do not trouble the Gen- 
tlemen, and which I know will ſuggeſt themſelves 
more readily to them than to me, I proteſt againſt 
ſelling this foreign or any other Corn that may be 
brought for the tupply of the market, upon lower 
terms than thoſe I have pointed out. and which 1 
make the expreſs condition of my ſubſcription. 
I cannot conclude this letter without expreſſing 
my wiſh that the word exorbitant had not appeared 
in theprcamble of theagreement, and that it could 
now be eraſed, and any ſuch epithet, as high, very 
High, un: 3 Ig, or any other of the like import | 
be ſubi tuted in its room, which could not be 
conſtrued to convey any opinion which ſhould 
countenance the prejudices of the people, or keep 
alive the apprehenſions of the growers and dealers 
in . or any other article of proviſion. | 
te IR ® am, &c. 


N PORTLAND. 
SS /JFINIS. 
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